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TEXT:  Revelation 2:12-17 
THEME:  A Church that Is Concerned about Her Teaching 
 

 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:  These are the words of him who 
has the sharp, double-edged sword.  I know where you live—where Satan has his 
throne. Yet you remain true to my name.  You did not renounce your faith in me, not 
even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—
where Satan lives.  Nevertheless, I have a few things against you:  There are some 
among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the 
Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual 
immorality.  Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans.  Repent therefore!  Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.  To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the 
hidden manna.  I will also give that person a white stone with a new name written on 
it, known only to the one who receives it. 
 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 

Today we continue our series of services on “What Do You Want in a Church?” as we 
consider the third of seven letters to churches in the Book of Revelation.  As we look at 
these letters from Jesus Christ, we find the answer to what Jesus wants in a congregation 
of his believers.  From his letter to the church in Pergamum, we see that Jesus wants A 
CHURCH THAT IS CONCERNED ABOUT HER TEACHING. 
 
Pergamum was a thriving city north of Smyrna, whose letter we considered last week in 
which faithfulness was encouraged.  At one time, Pergamum had been the capital of the 
Roman province of Asia.  The Roman influence remained strong in this city. 
 

Jesus identifies himself to the church at Pergamum as the one who has the sharp, 
double-edged sword.  The congregation at Pergamum should accept what they are about 
to hear as the Word of God’s Son.  The double edge of Christ’s sword cuts both ways:  the 
law criticizes; the gospel comforts.  The church at Pergamum—and we—will feel both 
edges of this sword in this letter from Jesus. 
 

Jesus says, “I know where you live—where Satan has his throne.”  This was a 
comforting thought for the members of this church.  Jesus knew how hard it was for them to 
remain true to him in a city where Satan had his throne.  Satan was especially influential in 
Pergamum.  The Roman government promoted emperor worship.  The Greeks worshipped 
Zeus with sacrifices and sexually immoral rites.  These pagan pressures had drawn away 
some members of the congregation.      
 

Satan has a throne right here in Bay City, too.  Some of our members have been drawn 
away to worship things, pleasure, and themselves instead of our saving God.  Some of our 
members have been drawn away to sexual immorality and when confronted, excuse 
themselves by saying others are doing it or it’s what they need to financially.  Satan is 
strong here. 
 

Jesus saw what the believers in Pergamum had to face and sees what we must face, too.  
He commends the believers in Pergamum for remaining true to his name.  His name is 
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“everything” he has commanded us to learn about him and teach others.  His message of 
salvation brings people to kneel before him in faith:  “At the name of Jesus, every knee 
should bow” (Php 2:10).    The Christians at Pergamum had defended Jesus’ good name 
by holding tightly to his teachings. 
 
But that had not been easy.  One of their members was put to death for holding tightly to 
the teachings of Jesus.  The martyr’s name was Antipas, and this is the only time in all of 
recorded history that he is mentioned.  Yet to have the epitaph “faithful witness” is a 
greater honor to a believer than the most flattering column on an obituary page.  May 
“faithful witness” be said of each of us. 
 
Yet Jesus says to the church at Pergamum that he has “a few things against you.”  In 
public, the congregation gave a bold witness and defense of the name of Jesus.  But some 
of the members privately caved in to the sins of the pagans all around them.  They sought 
fertile fields and material profit from their false gods by sacrificing animals and engaging in 
sexual intercourse with temple prostitutes.  It was an attractive worship formula:  win the 
gods’ favor by indulging your own lusts.  Not everyone in the congregation was engaged in 
such behavior, but Jesus warns against the weakness of compromise and tolerance at 
Pergamum.  He says, “There are some among you…” and “Likewise, you also have 
those…”  Jesus considers the whole congregation complicit in these sins to the extent that 
they tolerate them.  Do we tolerate sins against the Third Commandment—the despising of 
preaching and his Word, as well as sins against the Sixth Commandment—living together 
without being married, adultery, divorce?  By tolerating sin we commit sin.   
 
Very quickly, then, follows, “Repent therefore!”  Repentance is the Savior’s call for a 180-
degree turn of heart.  The congregation must turn from this sin and sinful tolerance of it and 
turn back in trust to Jesus’ forgiveness.  Failure to repent will have its consequences.  
Jesus continues:  “Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with 
the sword of my mouth.”  If the sword of God’s Word is not heeded, we soon die and fall 
under its final judgment.  The writer to the Hebrews warns us:  “It is a dreadful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God” (10:31).   
 

Jesus then urges the congregation to listen to his words of warning and his words of 
blessing. The believer who remains faithful to Jesus is called “the one who is victorious.”  
That faithful believer will be given “hidden manna, and a white stone, with a new 
name.”  The manna is Jesus and all he did to win eternal life for us.  To eat this manna 
means to believe the gospel message of Jesus.  The gospel announces forgiveness of sin.  
Those who trust the gospel are justified by faith, that is, they are pronounced innocent.  The 
white stone corresponds to the voting stones that juries in that part of the world used to 
arrive at their verdict.  If they gave the judge a white stone, they indicated acquittal.  A new 
name signifies a new relationship with God.  The white stone and the new name assure 
each believing heart that it has been declared innocent before God. 
 

As a congregation, let us remain true to God’s name, stop tolerating open sin among us, 
daily feed on the heavenly manna of the Gospel, and cherish our white stone and new 
name—our acquittal and new relationship with God—given to us by our Savior Jesus.  
Amen. 


